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Introduction 
➢We are Leadership for Educational Equity (LEE) Policy and 

Advocacy Summer Fellows. 

LEE is a non-partisan, non-profit organization that places 

Teach for America alumni into policy positions as fellows to 

understand the public policy process, especially as it 

pertains to education. The hope is that this exposure will 

build a knowledge base and help to develop young leaders into 

community organizers, policy-makers, and advocates for the 

education system to bridge the equity gap.  



➢ Our role at the Nevada Department of Education was 
to develop several research-based projects centered 
around educator licensure, family engagement, and 
educator effectiveness in accordance with national 
best practices to enhance policies and procedures 
statewide. 

➢ At the Office of Parent Involvement and Family 
Engagement we partnered with the U.S. Department of 
Education to update States’ family engagement 
information and align it to the Joint Policy 
Statement.  

➢ Our goal is to create a resource states can utilize 
to augment their family engagement 
strategies/practices.  

 

Our Role 



 National Family Engagement Landscape Findings 
 

 Tools created to drive collaboration among 
states:  
■ The National Parent and Family Engagement 

Excel Summary  
■ The National Parent and Family Engagement 

Table(includes breakdown by recommendations and 
states) 

■ Google Form Survey 
■ Family Engagement Checklist 

OverView 



Progression    

Updated National 

PIFE Summary: 
Updated State Parent 

Involvement Link, contact 

information, and State 

demographics.   

National PIFE 

Measure 
Implemented the Joint 

Policy Statement’s 

recommendations of its 

principles and measured 

each State’s family 

engagement 

policies/practices. 

National Joint Policy Statement 

On Family Engagement 
HHS and ED released a Joint Policy 

Statement providing recommendations 

to early childhood systems and 

programs on family engagement. 

Resources: 
Created a database of 

family engagement 

resources from each State’s 

department website for 

other states to utilize.   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11w7cT0SpHgyb2F0EoOlTHrA9yWCQHIFlFnf1h2VJxqk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11w7cT0SpHgyb2F0EoOlTHrA9yWCQHIFlFnf1h2VJxqk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11w7cT0SpHgyb2F0EoOlTHrA9yWCQHIFlFnf1h2VJxqk/edit?usp=sharing
http://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/files/policy-statement-on-family-engagement.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/files/policy-statement-on-family-engagement.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/files/policy-statement-on-family-engagement.pdf


National Parent Involvement and Family Engagement Summary 

-This database 

was created by 

a USC graduate 

assistant to 

house 

information 

about family 

engagement in 

other states. 

 

-The information 

on the right 

gives context 

about the 

population being 

served in each 

state. 

 



LandScape of State Demographics 
➢ Using the chart we 

found that: 

○ 70% of states had an 

urban population of about 

70% or higher.  

○ Almost 50% of states had 

a 50% or higher free and 

reduced lunch population. 

○ 25% of states had an ELL 

population of 10% or 

above.  

 

➢ This is important 

because: 

○ We want to know who we 

are serving so we can 

BEST address their needs.  

○ This will impact the 

family engagement 

practices. 

○ States can locate others 

with similar demographics 

and possibly adapt 

strategies. 



Links to Joint-Policy Statement 
➢We utilized the “recommendations for implementing family 

engagement strategies within programs” from the Joint-

Policy Statement to develop some categories. Each 

engagement strategy is aligned to one of those 

categories. 

 

➢We did not use all the recommendations but prioritized 4, 

recognizing them as foundational principles for effective 

family engagement implementation.  

 



4 Foundational Recommendations 



Plan and Prioritize 
States should develop statewide early 
childhood and early elementary school 

policies on family engagement. 
Systems and programs should include 
specific family engagement goals and 
strategies for implementation and 

evaluation.  

Recommendations Defined 

Communicate Consistent Messages 
State agencies should provide clear 
messages to their staff, and to local 
schools and early childhood programs, 
emphasizing the importance of family 

engagement, and reinforcing a 
family’s value to their child’s 

learning and development. 

Establish Policies/Procedures 
States and districts should conduct a 
policy review and prioritize policies 
that will most effectively support 
family engagement practices. State 
and system level policies should 
drive local and program procedures 

and practices.  

Invest and Allocate 
States should use federal and other 
funds for family engagement and 
allocate investments dedicated to 
research-based family engagement 

practices. 

 



Which Recommendations are being addressed? 

 

Click here to see the 

full chart with all of 

the states and then 

click the 

“Recommendations” 

tab at the bottom. 



Results 
➢Many states are 
describing what Family 
Engagement is and why 
it’s important. 
➢Most states do not have 
specific plans for how 
to execute effective 
family engagement. 
➢Many states are not 
investing and allocating 
or providing some way to 
assess family engagement 
practices. 



How to Utilize the  
Data As a Shareable  
Resource 
➢ This data could be used to 

identify those states that 

are using many of the 

recommendations. 

➢ It becomes a resource 

center for states with 

shareable family engagement 

strategies/practices.  

➢ We can also recognize 

state's efforts. 



How to Expand the Data 
➢ We began the process of using 

this national data to 

disaggregate by state in order to 

really capture ideas about who 

the leaders in Family Engagement 

are and research their 

infinitives and programs to 

identify and adapt some of their 

practices.  

➢ We also created a tool that would 

allow us to update this 

information continually so states 

can continue to improve. 



Sustainability  

- Each of the action items 

from the recommendation 

sections are important. 

- To make it a viable 

resource, it will need 

to be consistently 

updated. 

- We created a form to 

capture the information 

that could be shared and 

also capture “missing” 

information. 

Click here to go to form. 



Establish NATIONAL best 

practices and determine 

collective strengths and 

weaknesses in implementing 

strong Family Engagement 

practices. 

Create STATEWIDE 

infrastructures that highlight, 

support, and assess effective 

family engagement practices. 

Develop effective family 

engagement strategies in 

DISTRICTS and SCHOOLS that 

help to enhance the culture and 

student achievement. 



Why “Resource Share” is Important 



Useful Tools 
- Checklist to list 

strategies and practices 

that can be used. 

- Family Engagement Plans. 

- Family-friendly 

websites. 

- Exemplars of strategies. 

- Professional development 

tools. 

- Pre-made documents. 

Click here for be directed to the Nevada’s Checklist 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11w7cT0SpHgyb2F0EoOlTHrA9yWCQHIFlFnf1h2VJxqk/edit?usp=sharing


More than 30 years of research indicates that family 

engagement is key to student achievement. Implementing 

effective family engagement practices/strategies can 

increase a school’s student achievement exponentially. 

Using the Family Engagement Monitoring Tool can be an 

effective way for schools and/or districts to 

gauge/measure their capacity in regards to family 

engagement. This tool is meant to create awareness within 

schools about the importance of family engagement and 

allow schools to build upon what they are currently doing 

at their sites.  


